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President’s Notes 

There hasn’t been much to talk about so far this year but the snow and cold. 
Progress had been made in January cutting and raking the alfalfa field for the big 
May show, where we will host the Allis Chalmers Club’s “Gathering of The 
Orange”. However, one of the rear wheels on the rake broke and then it got 
buried in two feet of snow. I want to be done with the snow and the cold and to 
get back to work on the field. 

So please hope for warmer, drier weather and also plan on attending the second 
annual Mudslinger picnic at the farm on April 4th. Bring a side dish or dessert and 
enjoy a day at the farm and the company of your friends. See you there. 
  

 

“GOTO 2015” 
 Well Guys, although we knew it was coming for 2 years, in a few more weeks 
the National Allis Chalmers Show will be setting up at The Zagray Farm. The 
Gathering of the Orange, “GOTO 2015”, will be hosted at our show May 2nd and 
3rd. It is very difficult to tell how big the show will be, but from calls I’ve received 
over the winter, Orange collectors will be headed our way from across the 
country. The biggest group will be coming from the Midwest which is the center 
of tractor collecting but I have also heard from New England and Mid-South 
collectors. While attending the Florida Flywheeler’s show last month I talked with 
several collectors who expressed an interest in coming to the farm in May. I think 
that holding a national show in spring may increase the number of people in 
attendance.  

 Over the past year I have written several introductory pieces about the show 
for the Allis Chalmers Magazine. I outlined the history of the farm and also 
mentioned the many interesting tourist destinations that Southeastern 
Connecticut has to offer. I included Mystic Seaport, Nautilus Museum and two of 



the largest casinos in the world. Many callers mentioned that they had attended 
many shows all over the Midwest but had never traveled to the Northeast.  

 The Engineers have already hosted a large event at the farm. In 2007 the 
Historical Construction Equipment Association held their national show on our 
grounds. It was a major success with nearly 8000 attendees and hundreds of 
pieces of equipment on display. One of the major advantages to our club during 
that show is it was co-sponsored by The New England Rock Busters Club.  They 
supplied dozens of volunteers to help in all areas of show management. Things 
such as parking cars, safety teams, crowd control and many other aspects of the 
show were handled by these volunteers.  

 The Allis Chalmers show is not expected to be as large as the one in 2007 
but will still require more help than our regular shows. I am hoping that some of 
our members will step forward and give a few hours to help in various areas. We 
will need help in parking cars [7-10] in the mornings, parking campers, trailers 
and safety monitors in our working areas. Anyone reading this should think about 
giving the club a few hours so that we can make this show a complete success for 
everyone involved.  If the Allis Chalmers folks, from across the country, have a 
good time it will go a long way in putting the Zagray farm on the map for future 
shows.  

 Please consider giving the club a helping hand during the Allis Chalmers show. 
Ed Bezanson  Call me 1-860-208-2422  

  
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER – Art Chester 

 
It’s mid-March, although you wouldn’t know it from the snow on the ground. I 
don’t think I ever turned the clocks ahead with 18’ of snow on the ground. It’s 
warming, finally. If you haven’t paid your dues for this year, this is a good time 
to do so, due January 1 for 2015. Membership dues are the same as the last few 
years, $20.00 per year. Lifetime memberships are $500. Your dues essentially 
covers newsletter mailings and insurance costs, with a little left over for other 
general fund uses. The rest of our projects are funded with proceeds from our 
shows, sales of excess equipment on the farm, and donations. 

There are some substantial projects on the horizon that will need to be funded, 
one way or another. The stationary engine building (next up on the building 
project board) will be somewhat costly in that a substantial amount of concrete is 
needed to support the 4 cylinder Fairbanks-Morse diesel engine as well as costs 
associated with bringing in a new electric service to provide power to the 
buildings in show – auction – sawmill area. We estimate conservatively that 
$45,000 will be needed to complete this work, due to get underway after the May 
GOTO show. Any and all help financially or otherwise is appreciated.    

If you have an email address, please email Dianne Tewksbury at 
tewksbdk@outlook.com to change from snail mail! That will save our printing-



sorting-folding-mailing crew some labor, and save your club a lot of money, as 
well as being environmentally ‘green’. 

For those of you who contribute to the United Way campaign, QVEA is now listed 
as a charitable organization allowing you to direct your donation to us for the 
support and expansion of the Zagray Farm Museum. Pfizer Foundation also has a 
volunteer program that provides QVEA with substantial donations each year, 
based on the volunteer work of members who work or are retired from Pfizer.      
 
 

Hough HA 
 
The little Hough HA loader has been in my shop in pieces for more than a year. I 
had freed up the valves previously with penetrating oil to get it running, but they 
stuck up again. The idea was to grind the valves, flat hone the cylinders, polish 
the crank, and replace rings and bearings. The Waukesha FC engine proved to be 
difficult to find replacement parts for but last fall we thought we had everything 
in order, only to find out we couldn’t locate .040 rings for the existing pistons. 
Then we located a set of STD pistons and rings and decided to simply bore the 
.040 over block for a standard sleeve. Then we couldn’t find the connecting rods 
that came out of the motor! They were located at the machine shop and engine 
assembly could finally be done. The engine / transmission is back in the chassis 
and mostly reconnected at the moment. I’m waiting on a shorter fan / alternator 
belt and two wheel cylinder kits at the moment. But it should be driving around 
again perhaps for the May show.   
 

Stationary Engine Building 
 
Cutting has been suspended for the winter, due to cold and snow. Peter Bucci 
and I picked up two 30” pine logs that were 17’6” and 16’6” long that we needed 
to get the last two support post out of. It made an impressive load on my trailer, 
no doubt close to the net load of 7,200 lbs. with an 8 footer on top. We still need 
long lengths of preferably pine, 16 footers. Spruce also works well for rafters as it 
is strong, but it leaks resin making all the tools sticky and difficult to handle. 
However, we’ll take what we can get as we need to cut 60 more 16’ 2X12’s! Once 
approved, we will need to build the foundation for the Fairbanks engine and 
mount the engine before the building can be erected. This is necessary to permit 
the 80D to lift the 22 ton engine into place. Buried high voltage electrical service 
is to be brought in from the first pole on our side of Route 85 up near the 
Johnson property, go to the road near where the band sets up, and continue to a 
transformer next to the stationary engine building. This central location will allow 
us to power all buildings in the area including the saw mill and tractor shed. It 
will be an interesting project, to be sure!    
 
  



Happening at the Farm! 
 
Before winter really got serious, Dave and I sorted the tires in and near the 
tubes. All the good tires were moved to the upstairs of the tractor shed, and the 
rest are in a pile to get loaded into a dumpster. Interestingly, these tires seem to 
multiply by themselves, as we have perhaps 200 to get rid of. We need to not 
have a pile of tires inviting additions anywhere on the farm in the future. We’ll 
need to be more diligent ourselves when we remove tires from scrap equipment. 
The hay wagon used the last spare old tire and rim at the last show, prompting 
me to go look for additional spares. I had two off a trailer frame at home to 
donate, but they needed new valve stems. Town Fair Tire fixed one, but when I 
went to pick them up they were lost! No problem, they replaced both tires and 
rims with new, no charge! I then bought 2 more to match, so we will have 4 new 
tires on the hay wagon, and won’t have to deal with a flat seems like every show! 
We also nearly completed the tree and stone removal from an area of the parking 
lot to make way for additional parking. Some additional material, re-grading, and 
sod repair will be needed as soon as the parking field dries out. 
The entire show field area we share with CF&G was cut and raked in January as 
well (just before snow), and needs to hay-loaded onto a wagon and mowed 
again. 
 

2015 Projects yet to do 
 

• Remove line shafting from button factory in Willington. 
• Prepare grounds for GOTO show May of 2015 
• Load tires into dumpster for disposal. 
• Move insulation panels to upstairs of tractor shed. 
• Install additional vendor spots around pond 
• Pick up the MM forklift    

 
 

MACHINE SHOP STATUS - by Dave McClary 
 
 The December newsletter described the progress made in restoring and 
setting up the belt drive system for the Henry & Wright drill press. Little more 
progress has been made while waiting for completion of the machining work 
needed to replace the damaged spindle. Heavy snow has made the shop 
inaccessible and cold weather has made work on the upper column difficult out in 
my unheated garage. Snow was cleared from the yard adjacent to the bulkhead 
access to the basement and the column has been lowered into the workshop 
there. Minor work has progressed. The operating handle mounts in the pinion 
shaft that engages a rack on the lower support sleeve. The spindle is held up in 
that sleeve by a chain and weight suspended inside the column. At the time that 
is what was the origin of the term sensitive drill by another Hartford 
manufacturer, Sigourney Tool Co. Today most drill presses have a spring to serve 
the purpose of minimizing the hand force needed to support the weight of the 
spindle and feed the drill into the material. There is a thrust bearing to bear that 



load plus the driving force of the drill. That handle penetrated a somewhat larger 
hole and was held in position by a spring loaded button. That spring was 
extremely strong for that purpose and was replaced to make it easier to slide the 
handle when operating the drill. Today most drills have a three spoked handle 
that is easier to position for various drilling depths. Completion of the assembly 
of the upper column awaits the new spindle. 

VOLUNTEER OPENING OPPORTUNITY 

 This writer has been tasked to design and guide the installation of a belt 
drive system to operate the antique machines in the new wood working shop. My 
experience with such a system in the machine shop would seem to fit this new 
endeavor. A line shaft would be driven by an engine that is being readied and 
would be located outside the building. A donated line shaft is anticipated along 
with some shafting and pulleys which will be an addition to the items already 
available in hand at the machine shop. After surveying the shingle mill and 
planer, along with the jointer which is motor driven, it became apparent that 
more help was needed. Such a set-up requires that the machines be located 
permanently and securely anchored to the floor so that machine movement does 
not undo the planned belt drive which has to be mounted off the building 
structure. Therefore it was determined that a shop superintendent type of person 
was needed to make the necessary decisions on machine location taking into 
account such things as room for in-feeding stock and the out feed, operator 
controls, visitor viewing and possible future additions to the machines on display. 
We have a large band saw and a Crescent Woodworking machine in storage 
under the shed at the machine shop for example. Some machines may need 
restoration work that needs to be managed as well. This was brought to the 
attention of Club management and the need to discuss this at a meeting was 
recognized. This is an opportunity for someone with some woodworking 
experience, an interest in antique machinery and organizational skills for 
implementing new programs, should volunteer for this important addition to the 
Zagray Farm Museum show grounds. 
 
Dave 
  



 



 



Dianne Tewksbury 
QVEA Secretary & Editor 
90 Park Road 
Colchester, CT  06415 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

QUINEBAUG VALLEY ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION, INC. (QVEA) 
 
 
 NAME  
 
 STREET  
 
 CITY  
 
 STATE/ZIP  
 
 PHONE  
 
 E-MAIL  
 
 

Dues are $20.00 per person for one year, payable with application. 
Dues include liability insurance at the farm. 

 
RETURN TO:  QVEA, 180 SOUTH PLUMB RD, MIDDLETOWN, CT  06457 


